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froceeOtnss at Jfteettitp of tfje Archaeological institute. 

July 6, 1866. 

T H E MARQUIS CAMDEN , K.G., President, in the Chair. 

THE Noble Chairman stated that, in pursuance of the recommendation 
made at a previous meeting (see p. 155, ante), the Central Committee 
had prepared a memorial to the Earl of Clarendon in regard to the 
Monastery of Monte Cassino, praying that the influence of Her Majesty's 
Government might be exerted, with a view to preserve that venerable 
institution from the operation of a measure lately brought before the 
Legislative Chamber in Italy, for the suppression of monasteries in that 
country. Lord Clarendon had responded to this appeal; informing him 
(Lord Camden) that some time since he had made, through Her Majesty's 
Minister at Florence, a representation as earnest as could with propriety 
be addressed by one Government to another upon its own internal affairs, 
describing also what were the feelings of the learned and enlightened 
classes in this country, on learning that Monte Cassino and some other 
monasteries were about to be confiscated. During the previous month, 
however, Mr. Elliot reported that the bill was being rapidly proceeded 
with, and that an amendment excepting the Convent of Monte Cassino 
was prepared by M. Massari, and summarily rejected. Under these cir-
cumstances, Lord Clarendon feared that little hope could be entertained 
of arresting the measure in question ; he promised, nevertheless, to trans-
mit the memorial of the Institute to Florence, for the purpose of its being-
submitted to the Italian Government. 

On a subsequent occasion the following very gratifying assurance was 
transmitted by Lord Stanley to Lord Camden : — " It appears by the reply 
which Her Majesty's Minister at Florence has received to the representa-
tions which he was directed to make to the Italian Government in favor of 
the Benedictine Monastery of Monte Cassino, that, although it is impos-
sible to exempt that establishment from the operation of the recent law 
for the suppression of conventual establishments, yet a provision of that 
law will admit of the Government taking measures for the preservation of 
the Monastery as an artistic monument, and that all that is possible will 
bo done to save the monuments contained in it from injury." 

In reference to a subject that has excited so much attention in this 
country, the following statement, for which we are indebted to Mr. James 
Yates, being an extract from a letter addressed to him from Florence by a 
distinguished Honorary Member of the Institute, M. Pulsky, cannot fail 
to prove acceptable to the readers of this Journal:— 
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380. PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS. OP 

" Since you are interested in the Convent of Monte Ca3sino, I must tell 
you that it has been declared to he a national monument, to be main-
tained in its present state. The archives, library, and monuments of the 
Abbey remain intact in the building, and the Abbate Tosti will be appointed 
the custode, for the benefit of all scholars, who, like you and me, care 
for the monuments of old, even if they are monasteries. The Florentine 
Convent of San Marco, the late abode of Sant' Antonino, the first reformer 
of prisons, of Fra Angelico and Fra Bartolomeo, the painters, of Savonarola 
also, is likewise to be preserved as a national monument, principally on 
account of the frescoes of Fra Angelico in the cells. The same measure 
is to be extended to all the monasteries the architecture of which is important 
for the history of art; the rest are to be sold to the highest bidder, unless a 
company could be formed to buy all the monastic property of the peninsula." 

The Marquis Camden then took occasion to remind the members that 
their approaching meeting in the metropolis, which had been favored 
with the special sanction of the Queen, would present features of unusual 
interest. Her Majesty had been pleased to direct that every facility should 
be given for the examination of architectural details, and also of the pre-
cious works of art, at Windsor Castle. 

Mr. FREDERICK BOYLE, F .R .G.S . , read a memoir on the ancient tombs 
of Nicaragua (printed in this volume, p. 4 1 ) ; he exhibited numerous dia-
grams, with a large collection of vases, and other sepulchral relics, that 
had been discovered in his researches, made in conjunction with Mr. Jebb. 
These remarkable vestiges of the early races have subsequently been depo-
sited in the British Museum. 

Professor BUCKMAN, F.R.G.S. , sent a notice of the occurrence of flint 
implements and weapons in Dorsetshire, particularly on his own farm in 
the parish of Bradford Abbas, between Yeovil and Sherborne. He laid 
before the meeting a classified selection of specimens, comprising arrow-
heads, some of them being delicately wrought, flakes, knives, and scrapers, 
portions of celts, cores of flint from which apparently flakes had been struck 
off, and numerous worked flints of less distinctive forms, but showing traces 
of the hand of man. These relics will be noticed more fully on another 
occasion. 

The Hon. W . OWEN STANLEY, M.P. , read a notice of certain ancient 
interments brought to light in Anglesey, 011 the estates of the late R. 
Trygarn Griffith, Esq. , at Carreglwyd. Mr. Stanley likewise brought 
before the meeting a photograph of an elaborately ornamented urn found 
at Rhosbirio, in Anglesey, in a cist formed of slabs of stone. It is of 
the peculiar class designated, by Sir R. Colt Hoare and other antiquaries, 
drinking-cups, doubtless used as depositories for food in the tomb. The 
beautiful example described by Mr. Stanley will be figured hereafter in 
this Journal, with his notices of other early vestiges recently found in the 
same district, 

Mr. THOMAS NORTH, Secretary of the Leicester Archasological Society, 
communicated the following account of an Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Mel-
ton Mowbray, Leicestershire. 

" Arcliasological research has demonstrated that our Saxon ancestors 
used two kinds of interment,—cremation and deposit of the remains of the 
bones in an urn, and simple inhumation, or burying the body clad in its 
usual dress, and accompanied, according to the position, sex, <fcc., of the 
person, by weapons, or by personal requisites and ornaments. The second 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 3 - 3 0 1 

of tliese modes of burial was, perhaps, that most prevalent; and it is 
well for archasological inquiry that it was so, because it is from the grave 
of the Anglo-Saxon that we learn almost all we know of the state of his 
civilisation, and so are enabled to form opinions—crude though they may 
be—of his mode of life, and personal appearance, as evidenced by the 
articles which—highly prized by him when alive—were, as marking the 
affection of relatives and friends, deposited in the grave after death. That 
the corpse was generally clothed, is shown by the discovery in some Anglo-
Saxon graves of shreds of woollen cloth, mere fragments, but sufficient to 
prove the custom referred to ; and the usage is further demonstrated by 
the frequent finding of the buckle of the girdle that encircled the waist, and 
from which, in the case of the men, the knife and sword were suspended. 
The objects found in the graves of the men, for to them—passing by the 
graves of the women—are these remarks restricted, are usually weapons 
of offence and defence. Taking, for example, a grave opened some years 
ago on the Chatham Downs—a well-known example—near the right 
shoulder was found a spear-head, the socket of which still contained a 
decayed portion of the wooden shaft; near the last hone of the vertebrae 
lay a bronze buckle, which had fastened the girdle ; on the right side, near 
the hip, was a knife, with impressions of its case or sheath remaining upon 
it ; between the thigh-bones lay the boss of the shield ; 011 the left side 
lay an iron sword thirty-five inches in length ; and at the feet of the 
skeleton was a vessel of red earth, which, in common with others found in 
Anglo-Saxon graves, is thought to have been appropriated to certain rites 
of purification by water or by wine. In addition to these ordinarily dis-
covered articles, others are occasionally found, which do not here require 
notice. Although solitary Anglo-Saxon graves sometimes occur, it is clear 
that, as a rule, the interments were in groups or cemeteries. It is to such 
a cemetery existing in Leicestershire that I wish to call attention. About 
the year 1860, some men employed by Mr. Fetch of Melton Mowbray, 
found, when working for clay upon high ground on the north side of that 
town, a number of skeletons, and, in one or more of the graves some 
beads, a knife, and pottery, all of a character indicating their Anglo-Saxon 
origin. This discovery excited Air. Fetch's curiosity. Upon inquiry he 
found that very many interments had been previously discovered, and the 
contents of the graves scattered by the workmen, who, being ignorant of 
the value of such relics, took no care of them ; indeed the beads he just 
referred to were found in one of the cottages used by the children as toys. 
Again, in 1862, seven skeletons were uncovered, and were carefully ex-
amined. On that occasion no relics were discovered, and it was inferred 
that the bodies had been interred in a state of nudity. I am, however, 
inclined to think that they belonged to the lowest class, the serfs and bond-
men, who would be buried in their ordinary coarse garments, without 
weapon or ornament. Every vestige of their dress would, in the lapse of 
centuries, pass away. It should be remarked that the skeletons were found 
upon the substratum of gravel, at a depth of about two feet from the sur-
face ; their position was east and west, the feet being towards the east. 
Nothing more, so far as I can learn, was discovered in this cemetery until 
a few weeks ago, when, on removing a further portion of the surface-soil 
in order to work the gravel and clay beneath, skeletons were again fouud, 
and with them the relics which I will describe, and which have been placed 
in my hands for minute inspection. The interments appear to have been 
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made with care and uniformity ; the position of the skeletons was still 
about east and west, the feet being towards the east. 

" In one grave were found a spear-head, a knife, and the boss of a shield. 
The spear-head, found on the right side of the skeleton, measures 15 in. 
from the point to the barb, which is 11 in. wide at its greatest width ; its 
entire length from the point to the end of the socket is 221 in.—an unusual 
length, from 10 to 15 in, being, I believe, the ordinary dimensions. The 
knife is 8 i in. long, and wa3 found close by the ribs on the right side of 
the skeleton. The conical boss of the shield, being 3 in. high and 5|- in. 
in diameter at its base, including the rim, with its brace 5|- in. long, and 
the rivets for fastening it to the wooden shield, was found upon the centre 
of the skeleton. In other graves were found a second boss of a shield 
about the same size as that just described ; also spear-heads, measuring 
respectively 16J, 11, 11, 9, 9, and 6 in. in length, and three knives 
measuring respectively 5, 4J, and 4 in. in length. In one grave was 
found an urn of the rude form and manufacture well known as belonging 
to the Anglo-Saxon period. It measures in. in height, 5^ in. in 
diameter at its mouth, and in. in diameter at its central or widest part. 
It had been made apparently by the hand, of a dark coloured clay, and is 
imperfectly baked. The only attempt at pattern was made by drawing the 
finger or a stick vertically over the widest part of the urn, when the clay 
was moist, and so leaving a rude ribbed ornament. The last object 
claiming attention is a specimen of the double-edged Anglo-Saxon sword, 
34J in. in length, and 2 | in width, having the small cross guard which is 
sometimes found at the extremity of the handle of these swords, and which 
is presumed to have appertained to the hilt, which, being· generally of 
wood, has in almost all, if not in all cases, disappeared. Hilts of metal 
are found, but they are rare. This sword also bears upon it fragments of 
the wooden scabbard, in which it was encased. In cutting away the earth 
sheer down for several feet, the end of this sword was found projecting 
through the section. It was carefully taken out, and the spot marked for 
further examination. I, in company with a friend, visited the spot, but 
though the surface soil was carefully removed, neither there, nor in several 
other places opened in our presence, were other further traces found of the 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery, in which, according to Mr. Fetch's computation, 
between fifty and sixty graves have been disturbed. There is, however, 
every reason to believe that other discoveries may hereafter be made." 

A memoir was then read by Mr. SCHARF, F.S.A., on the curious historical 
picture exhibited at South Kensington, and hitherto regarded as portraying 
Queen Elizabeth's Visit to Iluusdon House in 1571. It has been printed 
in this volume, p. 131, ante. 

Mr. NICHOLS, having been requested to offer some observations upon the 
locality of Blackfriars, as represented in the picture, remarked that he did 
not attribute much reality to the landscape in the background, except that 
it may give a general idea of the detached buildings then existing in the 
fields and gardens on the Surrey side of the river. He regarded the grand 
house immediately behind the figures as the mansion of Lord Cobharn, in 
which the Queen was entertained, notwithstanding that the procession is 
represented as. already passing it by. This house, after the attainder of 
Lord Cobham in 1603, passed to Lord Hunsdon, and then acquired the 
name of Hunsdon House—whence the confusion with the Queen's visits 
to Hunsdon House in Hertfordshire. It was the same which became the 
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scene of a very memorable catastrophe in 1623. Being then occupied by 
the French ambassador, the Roman Catholics were accustomed to celebrate 
their services there on the upper floor; and having assembled in large 
numbers to hear a sermon from Father Drury, a favourite preacher, the 
floor gave way and many lives were lost. In the smaller engraving in the 
first edition of Queen Elizabeth's Progresses, an unwarrantable liberty is 
taken in elevating this house (in the picture) with an additional story, 
probably to make it more nearly resemble its assumed original in Hert-
fordshire. Inquiry being made where the house stood, Mr. Nichols replied 
that he believed very near the site of the famous Blackfriars Theatre (shown 
in the map by Playhouse Yard), in which Shakspeare was a partner ; sub-
sequently occupied by the King's Printing-office, and now by that of the 
Times newspaper in Printing-house Square. The small parish church of 
St. Anne, in which the nuptials of Lord Herbert and Mistress Anne Russell 
were celebrated, was burnt down in the fire of 1666, and the parish then 
united to St. Andrew in the Wardrobe, but its site is still occupied by a 
small charity-school, about which are several memorials of former interments. 

Mr. SCIIARF then proceeded to offer a short account of a remarkable 
interment lately brought to light in the choir at Westminster Abbey. 
Several relics found on the occasion were brought, by the kind permission 
of the Dean, for the inspection of the meeting. 

" In the course of preparations for a new reredos in Westminster Abbey, 
the workmen discovered a large coffin of Purbeek marble lying immediately 
below the pavement in the centre of the large space in front of the high 
altar. The foot of the coffin touched the basement or steps which had 
supported the altar. The contents of the coffin were examined in presence 
of the Dean and Subdean of Westminster, the President, Secretary and 
Director of the Society of Antiquaries, Mr. Gilbert Scott (architect to the 
Abbey), Mr. Joseph Burtt, and others experienced in such matters. The 
coffin contained the remains of a human skeleton ; the number of bones 
almost complete, in good preservation, and a portion of the upper jaw of a 
second person ; but this fragment appeared to have been accidentally 
deposited with the rest, as the position of the bones indicated that the 
body had been considerably disturbed after the original interment. There 
was no lid, and the mass of pavement weighed down on the contents of the 
coffin. It was found that the bones had been taken out of the coffin and, 
with the exception of the head, replaced with the chest and knees down-
ward. The bones of the arms were much displaced. Fragments of an 
ivory-headed pastoral staff, also a patin and chalice of common white metal, 
were found in the usual position at the sides of the body. The remaining 
space within the coffin had been filled up with rubbish, consisting· chiefly of 
chalk, sand, and fragments of pavement tessera. As each portion was 
discovered, and prior to removal, Mr. Scharf made an exact note of the 
position in which the various bones and fragments had been deposited. 
The skeleton was afterwards examined by Mr. Barnard Holt and Mr. T. 
Ilillman, surgeons to the Westminster Hospital. It appears probable that 
the remains, at first supposed to be those of Abbot Ware, were more pro-
bably those of his predecessor, Richard de Crokesley, Abbot of Westminster 
from 1246 to 1258. Another coffin, also of Purbeck marble, and probably 
that of Abbot Ware, was subsequently discovered nearer to the northern 
extremity of the pavement, but no attempt was made to disturb it. The 
human remains were carefully replaced, the bones being laid in their proper 
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order, and finally the coffin was closed with a solid stone lid, strongly 
cemented, bearing an inscription prepared by the Dean, recording the 
date of discovery and the names of those present at the investigation." 

(antiquities π nil HETorliS fli &rt CE-fijibiirif. 
By Mr. J. B. WARING.—A series of tracings from the archteological 

publications of Europe illustrative of Stone Monuments, and the traces of 
ornamental design, as shown in ancient weapons, personal ornaments, 
sepulchral urns, <fcc., vestiges of races which have left behind them in these 
relics almost the only memorial of their existence, or of their social condi-
tions. This collection has been formed to supply materials for a work that 
Mr. Waring proposes to publish, with the object of throwing light on ob-
scure questions of archssological inquiry. 

By Mr. ARTHUR TROLLOPE.—Two Roman relics, of unusual fashion, and 
in perfect preservation, found in 1865. One of the objects exhibited is a 
bronze,fibula (here figured, original size) of elegant design and workman-
ship ; the surface is partly enriched with lustrous bright white metal; the 
ground of the pretty ornament 011 the broad extremity appears to have 
been thinly encrusted with red enamel. It was found in the parish of St. 
Peter in Eastgate, Lincoln. Armlets and other personal ornaments thus 
plated with a thin coating of metal, supposed to be tin, occur, although 
rarely, amongst Roman remains in this country ; fibulas thus ornamented 
are noticed in the Catalogue of the Museum formed at the Meeting of the 
Institute at York, p. 8. Such objects have sometimes been described as 
silvered; according to Pliny, both tin and silver were employed in producing 
" incoctilia ; " ornaments, however, of Gaulish workmanship decorated with 
album plumbum were, as he states, scarcely to be distinguished from silver. 
Pliny, Nat. Hist. lib. xxxiv. c. 17. The second object, probably of Roman 
date, sent by Mr. Trollope, had recently been found in railway operations 
on Canwick Common, near Lincoln·. It is a bronze volsella, or tweezers, 
in very singular fashion, combined with a picker, possibly for the nails ; it 
may, however, have been used as a piercer or sxibula, for various purposes, 
like the stiletto of our times. At one of its ends there is a semicircular 
projection with three nicks ; upon this is hinged a pair of flat tweezers, 
part of which has been broken off; a thin plate between the blades of this 
implement falls into either of the nicks, so as to keep the tweezers either 
at right angles to the piercer, that serves as a handle, or extended entirely 
in a straight line. The ingenious construction of this little implement, so 
far as we are aware unique, may be best understood by the accompanying 
woodcut (original size). Volsellce combined with the ear-pick and nail-
cleaner are not rare ; sec Mr. Roach Smith's Roman London, pi. xxxiii. 

By Mr. HEWITT.—Two large maps of Eastern China, obtained in the 
country by Col. Gordon, R.E., whilst ho was engaged in the campaign of 
1864. They exhibit remarkable exactness of detail, although deficient in 
scientific construction ; and they had been constantly used by Col. Gordon 
in his operations against the insurgents in those parts of China. 

By the Hon. FULKE GREVILLE, through Mr. Β. T. WILLIAMS.—A valuable 
roll relating to the lordships, manors, and possessions in the Marches of 
Wales, brought into the king's hands, in 10 Henry VII., and enrolled 
amongst the records of the Exchequer. This document, preserved amongst 
Mr. Greville's evidences, is of considerable interest in regard to the 
ancient condition of the Principality and the adjacent counties. 
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ROHAN RELICS FOUND AT LINCOLN. 

Bronze Tweozcrs and Picker, found on Canwick Common near Lincoln. 
In the possession of Arthur Trollope, Esq. 
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